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Press Release
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THE NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY WELCOMES ITS YOUNGEST PHOTOGRAPHER TO THE COLLECTION
 
14 year-old Scarlett Carlos Clarke becomes the youngest photographer in the National Portrait Gallery’s Collection, as her portrait of her late father, renowned photographer Bob Carlos Clarke, goes on display 

The photograph, taken when Scarlett was just 13 years old, will be exhibited alongside her father’s portrait of British chef, Marco Pierre White, in a display of recent photographic acquisitions in Room 41A from 14 July. 

Bob Carlos Clarke, the renowned photographer who committed suicide on 25 March 2006, is depicted by his daughter in a stark black and white photograph, his eyes fixed ahead of him in a steadfast, unyielding gaze. Taken in 2005 at the family seaside home in Bracklesham Bay, West Sussex, it is one of the few photographs in existence of the celebrated and uncompromising photographer. 

Bob Carlos Clarke graduated in photography from the Royal College of Art in 1975, and once said that he became a photographer in order to approach the model who later became his first wife. In the 80s and 90s he became famous for his images of rubber-clad women, and later won as much acclaim for his high-profile advertising campaigns, photojournalism, celebrity portraits and his personal artwork. He published five books of his own work and of these, was most proud of White Heat, his photographs of then up-and-coming chef, Marco Pierre White, published in 1987. 

Pierre White, who retired from the kitchen in 1999, was depicted in his hey-day as a wild romantic, an alluring figure wielding a meat cleaver, capturing, in Carlos Clarke’s words ‘the passion and violence that was never seen in the effete world of jovial cooks’. Paving the way for the image of the hard-boiled chef, as popularised by Anthony Bourdain and more recently by Gordon Ramsay, Carlos Clarke was the first to capture the real drama of the kitchen. Pierre White and Carlos Clarke were working together again on another project before the photographer’s death earlier this year.

Commenting on her portrait of her father being acquired for the National Portrait Gallery’s Photographic Collection, Scarlett Carlos Clarke says: “I am over the moon that my picture has been accepted by the National Portrait Gallery. My father hated having his photograph taken but was happy to sit for me.” 

Scarlett’s mother and Bob’s wife, Lindsey Carlos Clarke adds: “It is a fitting tribute to Bob, and I am delighted that the National Portrait Gallery has chosen to remember him in this way”. 
Talking about Bob Carlos Clarke’s work and the acquisition of his daughter’s portrait of him, Terence Pepper, Curator of Photographs at the National Portrait Gallery, says: “I first saw Bob Carlos Clarke’s extraordinary work at his degree show in 1975 at the Royal College of Art. Over the years our paths crossed many times but unfortunately most of his subject matter didn’t fit in with our collecting criteria. He had an amazing talent and I had hoped that we could collaborate one day on an appropriate project, which sadly never materialised. He did however generously offer to donate one of his photographs of Marco Pierre White to the collection and this image that we’re now showing is a belated tribute to one of the great photographic image-makers of the last few decades. We are delighted to show it together with the intimate and sensitive study of Bob taken by his daughter Scarlett as a fitting memorial to his career and achievements.”

 
National Portrait Gallery opening hours: Saturday-Wednesday: 10am – 6pm (Gallery closure commences at 5.50pm) Late Opening: Thursday, Fridays:10am - 9pm (Gallery closure commences at 8.50pm) Recorded information: 020 7312 2463 

General information: 020 7306 0055 Website: www.npg.org.uk
For further press information please contact: Catherine Bromley, Press Officer (Projects), National Portrait Gallery, Tel 020 7321 6620 (not for publication) 
Email cbromley@npg.org.uk
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